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Poster presenters often make handouts of the slide (poster) or a short version of their 
research paper to hand attendees; this handout should have the presenter’s contact infor-
mation, which is useful for follow-up questions and networking.

REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• Explain why less is more in terms of presentation software and posters. What 
are the essential slides for a paper presentation? What role do bullet points 
play? How is giving a presentation like telling a story? What is hard about doing 
a poster presentation?

Summary
With this final chapter, you have acquired the skills to present not only the content nec-
essary to communicate your research but also the essentials of style that differentiate the 
novice from the expert. First impressions count; they influence your instructor’s evalua-
tion of your work. If you were submitting a manuscript, journal editors quickly decide 
whether to send out your work for peer review on the basis of content and style. How well 
the manuscript is written and prepared influences their decision. Make sure that someone 
else reads your work before turning in your paper or submitting your manuscript. Relying 
on spellcheck is ineffective. Many good writers recommend putting aside your work for a 
week or more and then returning to polish your prose. One piece of advice is to list your 
topic sentences to see whether they represent a coherent narrative.

Remember the hourglass shape of the manuscript: starting wide, narrowing through 
the “neck” of the Method and Results, starting narrowly with the Discussion, and then 
widening out to your implications for future work. Take seriously the advice to antici-
pate what your critics (this includes your instructor!) will say and present arguments to 
address those weaknesses in the work. Finally, look forward to telling the story of your 
research in successful conference presentations and posters.

In the event that you did not consider them earlier, here are the REVISIT and 
RESPOND prompts that appeared in this chapter:

•• What components of the title and abstract are indexed to communicate your work? 
What qualities should a title have? A title should be no longer than ______ words.

•• How can the quality of your title affect the likelihood that someone will read 
your paper? What is the function of keywords? A research paper is shaped like an 
__________. Explain what should be covered in each section (Abstract, Intro-
duction, Method, Results, Discussion). What does it mean when someone says 
you are “stacking abstracts?” To avoid stacking abstracts, describe three different 
ways you can organize your literature.


